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February 26, 1993 


Contact: Greg Donley 


THE CLEVELAND MUSEUM OF ART PRESENTS A FREE GUEST LECTURE BY 
THE CHIEF ORGANIZER OF THE LURE OF ITALY 
Sun/March 7, 3 pm 

The Sights They Saw: Tracing the Routes of American Painters in Italy. Theodore E. Stebbins, 

Jr., John Moors Cabot Curator of American Paintings, Museum of Fine Arts, Boston 

In his introduction to the exhibition catalogue for The Lure of Italy: American Artists and the 
Italian Experience, 1760-1914, Theodore E. Stebbins, Jr., describes “the polar orientation of the 
American mind,” noting that Americans in general, and artists in particular, have based their 
world view on two strong, often contradictory influences: the sense of endless possibility offered 
by the vast wilderness of the American frontier, and the collective memory of the European expe- 
rience. Dr. Stebbins, the John Moors Cabot Curator of American Paintings at Boston’s Museum 
of Fine Arts, and co-organizer of the exhibition, notes that Italy, with its traditional role as the 
center of Western artistic endeavor dating back to antiquity, held a powerful allure for artists from 
all over Europe as well as America. 

In a colorful travelogue-slide lecture, illustrated with works from the exhibition and 
photographs he took recently in Italy, Dr. Stebbins follows the popular routes taken by many 
American artists visiting Italy. Along the way, he shows how these New World visitors embraced 
Italy’s evocative powers — from its Old World art and architecture and the romantically impracti- 
cal lifestyle of its people, to the golden sunlight that bathes the landscape and the ancient ruins 
hinting at the glories of the distant past — and recast those elements in the creation of their own 
quintessentially American art. This special guest slide lecture is free and open to the public. 

The Lure of Italy will be on view at The Cleveland Museum of Art through Sunday, 
April 11. Entrance to the show is free to the general public every Sunday afternoon from 4 until 
5:45 pm. No advance reservations are required. 
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